r 



18 xJuhj 1840. — 4 A’ict. 




F'or the more efFeclual Prevention of Frauds and Abuses com- 
mitted bv Weavers, Sewers and other Persons employed 
in the Linen, Hempen, Union, Cotton, Silk and Woollen 
Matuifactures in Ireland, and For the better Payment of 
their Wajjes. 



[Note. — Tlie Words printed in Italics are proposed to he inserted 
in the Committee.] 



several Acts from time to time have passed 
conlaiiiitiw Regulations for the Linen, Hempen, Union and 
Cotton Manufactures in Ireland, and such Regulations were, with 
certain modilleations, by an Act passed in the fifth and sixth years of 
5 the reion of his late Majesty King Williaji the Fourth, intituled, 
“An Act to continue and amend certain Regulations for the Linen 
and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland,” continued in force for the 
space of two years, and from thence until the end of the then next 
Session of Parliament, when the same would expire, but were, by an 
JO Act passed in the first and second years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to continue for Five Years, and from 
thence until the end of the then next Session of Parliament, an Act 
of the Fifth and Sixth Years of his late Majesty for the Regulation of 
tlie Linen and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland,” continued in force 
15 for the time therein limited and expressed : And whereas the pro- 
visions of the said Act have not been found effectual to prevent or 
even materially to check the theft and embezzlement of Linen, Hempen 
and Cotton Yarns, and of Cloths made of any one or of any mixture 
of these Materials in Ireland ; and it is expedient to make further pro- 
vision, as well for tl»e benefit and encouragement of trade and manu- 
factures as for the security of the property of manufacturers and 
518. A employers, 
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employers, and for that purpose to repeal part of the said Act, and 
to enact other provisions in lieu thereof : And whereas it is necessary 
that the said provisions shall be extended lo the Silk and Woollen 
Manufactures; B(£ it tScCEfore (UnactElJ, byTheQUEEN’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 5 
^ Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
Sec. 27, 28 , 29 assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after 
aiidCO. passing of this Act, so much of the said recited Act passed in the 

fifth and sixth years of the reign of his late Majesty King William 
the Fourth, and continued in force by the Act passed in the first and lo 
second years of the reign of Her present Majesty, as relates to the 
embezzlement of materials, and to Manufacturers anil Weavers, shall 
be and the same is hereby repealed, save and except in as far as 
the same may have repealed any former Acts or enactments. 



2 . 

Persons in- 
trusted with 
any of the 
Materials 
herein parti- 
cularized 

victed of em- 
bezzling, &c. 



And be it Enacted, That if any Weaver, Sewer or any other person 15 
whatsoever intrusted, for the purpose of manufacture, or for any special 
purpose connected with manufacture, with any Linen, Hempen, Cot- 
ton, Silk or Woollen Yarns, or any Two or more of these materials 
mixed with each other, or any Cloths made of any one, or any mixture 
of these materials, or Tools or Apparatus for manufacturing the same, 20 
shall sell, pawn, purloin, embezzle, secrete, exchange or otherwise fraud- 
lently dispose of the same' or any part thereof, he shall, upon being 
thereof lawfully convicted by the oath of the owner of such cloths or 
materials, or of any other credible witness or witnesses, before a Court 
of Petty Sessions, or of General or Quarter Sessions, be liable to forfeit 25 
the full value of the same with costs, together with such penalty, not ex- 
ceeding Five Pounds, as the Court before which the conviction shall be 
shall judge to be most proper; and every such forfeiture and penalty 
shall be applied under the direction of the Court before which the 
conviction shall be, in manner following ; (that is to say) in the first 30 
place, the expenses of the prosecution shall be thereout defrayed, and 
then such satisfaction shall be made thereout to the party injured as 
the said Court shall think proper, and the remainder, if any, shall be 
applied in the same manner as any other penalty under this Act ; and 
in default of the immediate payment on conviction of such forfeiture 35 
and penalty, the said person so convicted shall be imprisoned in the 
common gaol or house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour 
for any time not exceeding Four Months ; the commitment to be de- 
terminable upon payment of the amount of such forfeiture and penalty 
and costs. 



3. 

Persons pui- And be it further Enacted, That any person who shall purchase or take 

ehasinc or re- . , . , , ^ 

ceivingeer- 1“ pawn, or who 10 any other way shall receive into his premises or 
possession, Linen, Hempen, Cotton, Silk or Woollen Yarns, or Cloths 

made 
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made of any one, or of any mixture of these materials, or Tools or regniar 
Apparatus for manufacturing the same, knowing that such Yarns, 

Clotlis, Tools or Apparatus are embezzled, or that the persons offering 
the same for sale are fraudulently disposing thereof, shall, on convic- 
5 tion, by the oath of One or more credible witness or witnesses, 
be deemed and adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor. 



10 



'5 



20 



25 



30 



35 



And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall sell, pawn, 
pledge, exchange or otherwise unlawfully dispose of or offer to sell, 
pawn, pledge, exchange or otherwise dispose of any such materials, tools 
or apparatus as aforesaid, knowing them to have been purloined or em- 
bezzled, or received from persons fraudulently disposing thereof, he shall, 
on conviction, be deemed and adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor. 

And be it Enacted, That on proof on oath that there is just cause 
to suspect that any such materials, tools or apparatus, as aforesaid 
have been fraudulently sold, pawned, purloined or embezzled by the 
person to whom intrusted, or that any such materials, tools or appa- 
ratus have been purchased or received, or sold, pawned, pledged, 
exchanged or otherwise fraudulently disposed of, or offered for sale, 
pawn, pledge, exchange or other disposal, by any person, knowing the 
same to have been purloined or embezzled, or received from some 
person fraudulently disposing thereof, it shall and may be lawful for 
any oneJustice of thePeace,and he is hereby required to issue his war- 
rant for apprehending such person, and bringing him before him or 
some other Justice of the Peace for examination ; and if, upon such 
examination, the charge of having fraudulently sold, pawned, purloined 
or embezzled any such materials, or of having purchased or received, 
or sold, pawned, pledged, exchanged or otherwise fraudulently disposed 
of, or offered for sale, pawn, pledge, exchange or other disposal, any 
such materials, knowing them to have been purloined or embezzled, or 
received from some person fraudulently disposing thereof, shall be 
supported by evidence to raise a strong presumption of guilt, such 
Justice shall commit such person to the common gaol or house of 
correction, in order that he may be brought forward for trial at the 
next Court of Petty Sessions, or of General or Quarter Sessions, 
unle.«s he enter into such bail with Two solvent and sufficient sureties, 
as may be required for his appearance before such Court: Provided 
always, That the prosecutor is hereby exclusively entitled to decide 
as to whether he shall prosecute in a summary manner at the next 
Court of Petty Sessions, or otherwise. 



Persons sell- 
ing, pawning, 
&c. any suon 
Meterials as 
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Materials. 
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40 



AND be it further Enacted, That if any credible person shall make 
oath before a Justice of the Peace, that there is a reasonable cause to 
suspect that any person has in his possession, or ou his premises, any 
purloined or embezzled Cloths, Yarns, Materials, Tools or Apparatus, 
A 2 such 
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suspected io sucli Justice is hereby autiiorized and required to grant liia warrant to 

be coiiccalcil i i ■ n • i i • r t i • r 

in any House, searcii llie Qwelling-iiouse anu premises ot siicn [>erson; and it any 
such property shall be found therein, to cause the same, and the 

searchwgtiie person ;fi vvhose possession, or on whose premises the same shall be 

found, to he brought before him or some other Justice of the Peace, 5 
who is hereby authorized to order his detention until the Court 
of Petty Sessions, or of General or Quarter Sessions of the district, 
unless he enter into such bail, with Two solvent and sufficient sureties 
as may be required for liis appearance before said Court on any day 
to be fixed by such Justice; and if the person so apprehended shall lo 
nut prove, to the satisfaction of such Court, that the property is 
honestly come by, and lawfully obtained, from a person duly entitled 
to dispose thereof (^ineaning thereby either the previous rightful owner 
of said property, or an agent directly or indirectly authorized by the 
rightful owner to sell, pawn or dispose of the same), or shall not prove, 15 
to the satisfaction of the said Court, that the said property was pur- 
chased or received, either under circumstances calculated to afford no 
ground of suspicion that it was dishonestly come by, or that it was 
clandestinely introduced into his premises, without his knowledge or 
consent, either direct or implied, and without its being intended that 20 
he should ever [lossess or participate in the same, then the said person 
shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 
be punished in manner liereinafter mentioned, although no proof 
shall be given to whom such property belongs: Provided always, 

That if any such materials or goods have been clandestinely in- 25 
troduced into any person's premises by a servant, or any person 
therein employed, or by any other individual, without the consent, 
either direct or implied, of the occupier of said premises, and without 
it being intended that lie should ever possess or participate in the 
same, then in that case the servant or person who clandestinely 
introduced the same into such premises shall be the party who sliall 
be liable to punishment. 

Chief Con- And be it Enacted, That all chief constables and chiefs of police in 
Chiefs of any district in Ireland, uiion receiving information on oath («hidi 

^wered^to ^^ey are hereby empowered and required to administer) tliat stolen or 35 

Prem^sesof podoined and embezzled Linen, Hempen, Cotton, Silk or Woollen 
Purchasers Yarns or Cloths, made of any one or any mixture of these materials, 

and Receivers m i ^ r r ■ i 

ofpurioined or lools or Apparatus tor manufacturing the same, or that such Yarns 
ziedProperty. Of goods suspected of being stolen or purloined and embezzled, are 

deposited in certain specified premises, and that there is reason to 40 
apprehend that such Yarns or goods will be removed before a warrant 
can be obtained from a Justice, shall henceforth have power by them- 
selves or their officers or by constables to search the said premises, 
and lo seize such Yarns or goods, and either to summon the person 
within whose premises the same shall be found, and who shall be 

bound 
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I 



bound to answer said summons, under a penalty of not less tiian 
Tm, and not exceeding Forty Powids-., or to apprelieud liie person 
within whose premises the same shall be found, and to lodge the Yarns 
or goods so seized, and the person within whose premises the same 
5 shall be found, in a police-otiice or other place of security, in order 
that he mav be brought before a Justice of the Peace for examination, 
as before directed. 



! 



to 



15 



25 



And be it Enacted, That every peace-officer and constable, and 
every watchman duly appointed by law, during .such time as lie shall 
be on duty, shall and may apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, any 
person whom he may reasonably suspect of having or carrying, or in 
any way conveying any properly suspected to be purloined or em- 
bezzled, and shall lodge such person, together with the property, in 
a police-office or other place, of security, in order that they may be 
brought before the nearest Justice of the Peace as soon as convenient, 
wlio is hereby empowered to discharge such person, or to order his 
detention until the next Court of Petty Sessions, or of General or 
Quarter Sessions of the district, unless he enter into such bail, with 
Two solvent and sufficient sureiies, as may be required, for liis a|)- 
pearance before said Court, on any day to be fixed by said Justice ; 
and if the person so apprehended, in tbe act of committing any such 
offence as aforesaid, or conveying any such praperty as aforesaid, stiall 
not produce before the said Court the person duly entitled to dispose 
of such property, from whom he bought or received the same, or shall 
not give an account to the satisfaction of tiie said Court that the pro- 
perty is honestly come by, then the person so apprehended shall he 
deemed and adjudged guilty of a ntisdemennor, ami be punished in 
manner hereinafter mentioned, although no proof shall be given to 
whom such property belongs. 
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30 And be it Enacted, That it shall be competent for the party 
accused, in all prosecutions brought under authority of this Act, to 
move for and obtain an adjournment of the time fixed for trial, for 
such a reasonable time as may appear to the Court to be necessary 
for the party accused to produce the person duly entitled to Sfdl, 
^5 dispose of or transmit the said property, of whom he bought or 
received the same, or evidence respecting the same ; but the party 
accused, and requesting such adjournment, shall be detained in custody 
or committed to prison, unless he enter into such bail, with Two solvent 
and sufficient sureties, as shall be required for his appearance before 
40 salt* Court, at such lime and place as shall be appointed. 



Adjournment 
of Time for 




finding Bail. 



And be it Enacted, That any person who shall be deemed and 
adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, agreeably to any of the previous 
sections of this Act, shall, in addition to being deprived of such 
materials or goods, without compensation, though they may have been 
518. A 3 purchased 
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purchased and paid for, or money advanced upon them, forfeit any 
sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds for each offence, together with 
costs, if tried in a summary manner before a Court of Petty Sessions; 
and in a sum not exceeding Forty, logeilicr with costs, if tried before 
a Court of General or Quarter Sessions ; One moiety of the said 5 
penalty to be given to the informer, the other to be applied in the 
same manner as any other penalty under this Act ; and in default of 
the immediate payment, on conviction, of such penalty and costs, the 
person so found guilty shall, if the trial has been conducted in a sum- 
mary manner, be imprisoned in thecommon gaol or house of correction, lo 
there to be kept to hard labour for any term not exceeding Six Months’, 
and if the trial has been conducted otherwise, for any term not exceed- 
ing Twelve, as the Court in the sentence of condemnation shall fix and 
determine ; the commitment to be determinable in each of the cases 
aforesaid upon payment of the amount of such penalty and costs. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall refuse to open 
his house, warehouse, or other place, and permit the same to be 
searched, on request to open the same being made by any peace- 
officer or constable authorized to search by warrant fronrj a Justice of 
the Peace, or by order of a chief constable or chief of police, such 20 
peace-officer or constable may break open any such house, warehouse, 
or other place, to make such search ; or if any person shall oppose or 
hinder a peace-officer or constable to search for stolen or embezzled 
goods, or shall, upon being informed by a peace-officer or constable 
that the goods found in bis possession were stolen or fraudulently 25 
obtained, refuse to deliver up the same, in order that they may be 
produced in such manner as may be necessary for the ends of public 
justice, he shall, on conviction thereof, for every such offence, forfeit 
any sum not exceeding Five Pounds', and this fine shall be additional, 
and without prejudice to any other penalty to which such person may 
be liable for having any such goods in his possession or on his premises ; 
and in default of immediate payment of this additional fine, the said 
person shall be imprisoned and kept to hard labour for any period not 
exceeding Two Months beyond the period of imprisonment for default 
of payment of the fine imposed for being adjudged guilty of a mis- 35 
demeanor of having purloined or embezzled goods; the commitment 
for such offence to be determinable upon the payment of the amount 
of such penalty-. 

And be it Enacted, That where any person shall be convicted 
as before mentioned, the Justices shall cause the property so found 40 
to be deposited in some safe place for any time not exceeding Thirty 
Days, and shall order an advertisement to be inserted in one or more 
of the public newspapers of the town or city nearest the place where 
the same was found, and shall cause notice to be given, if in a town 

or 
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or city, by some public crier, and by fixing a printed notice on some 
public place, describing such property and where the san»e may be in- 
spected ; and in case any person shall prove his own or his employer’s 
property therein, upon oath, to the satisfaction of the Justices pre- 
5 siding at the Petty Sessions of the district, restitution of such property 
shall be ordered to the owner thereof, after paying the reasonable 
cost of removing, depositing, advertising, and giving notice of same ; 
but if before the termination of Thirty Days no ownership be proved 
to such property, the Justices presiding at the Court of Petty Ses- 
lo sions of the district shall order such property to be sold; and after 
deducting the charges aforesaid, with the charges of sale. One moiety 
of the residue arising from same shall be given to the person who shall 
have apprehended or prosecuted the offender, as the Justices shall 
appoint, and the other moiety shall be applied in the same manner 
15 as a penalty under this Act: Provided always, That if it appear to 
said Justices that the Yarns are of such a kind as, if sold in an 
unwrought state, would be liable to be purchased by fraudulent dealers, 
to be used by them as a cover for their fraudulent transactions, the 
said Justices may order the same to be delivered to the keeper of the 
20 nearest house of correction, or some other person whom they may 
appoint, to be wrought up and disposed of under his inspection ; the 
free proceeds of the same, when sold, to be applied as before directed. 

And be it Enacted, That where any offender has been convicted 
of any offence under this Act (except perjury or subornation of 
25 perjury), and has endured the punishment to which he has been 
adjudged, he shall not, after the punishment so endured, be deemed to 
be, by reason of such offence, an incompetent witness in any court or 
proceeding, civil or criminal, and that the informer or prosecutor shall 
in every case under this Act be deemed a competent witness to prove 
30 the offence charged. 

AND whereas it frequently happens, by occasion of the very long 
detention of such materials as aforesaid, delivered out to Weavers, 
Sew'crs or other persons employed to work up the same, that it cannot 
be known to the masters or owners of such materials whether the same 
35 may have been purloined or embezzled, or ’.vhether the said materials 
are wholly or in part wrought, or begun to be wrought, or in what state 
or condition, such materials may be ; BE it therefore Enacted, That 
it shall be lawful for the owner or owners of any such materials, or any 
other person duly authorized by him or them from time to time, as 
40 occasion shall require, to demand leave of entrance, and enter at all 
rea.sonable hours in the day-time, into the shops or out-houses of any 
person or persons employed by him or them to work up or manufac- 
ture any of the said materials, or other place or places w;here the work 

518. A 4 shall 



I.T 

Offenders 
shall be 
deemed com- 
petent Wit- 
nesses, aud 
may be 
permitted to 
become Ap- 

E rovers ; and 
aving given 
Evidence, 
shall not be 
prosecuted 
tLeroselves 
for that or 
previous 
Offence. 

14. 

Owners of 
Materials 
delivered to 
Weavers, £»c. 
to be worked 
up, tmd otlier 
autiiorized 
Persons may 
at all reason- 
able Hours 
Shops or Out- 
houses to 
inspect such 
Materials. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 8 ) 



shall he carried ou, and there to inspect Ifie state and condition of 
such malerials; anti in case of refusal by any such person or persons 
so (.mployed to permit such entrance or inspection, such owner or 
other authorized person may go before the nearest Justice of tire 
peace, anti make oatii that such nialeriais have been intrusted ^ 

to a Weaver, Sewer oi other [lerson, and that lie iias reasonable 
grounds for suspecting some loss or injury to the [)ro|>crty so intrusted 
as aforesaid, as such person lias refused to permit the same to he 
inspected; and it shall be lawful for such Justice, and he is hereby 
required to issue his warrant to search tlie dw-elling-house and [iremises lo 
of sucIj person, and if the whole of the materials so intrusted cannot 
he found therein, or cannot be produced to the constable executing 
the warrant, to apprehend sucli person and bring iiim before him or 
some other Justice of tlie Peace, there to be examined ; and if upon 
sucli examination it shall be found that such person has fraudulently 15 
sold, pawned, purloined or embezzled, secreted, exchanged or other- 
wise fraudulently disposed of, any such property, he shall be liable to 
any of the punishments awarded for such offence under this Act ; hut 
if it shall be found tliat no such offence has been committed, such 
person shall, for so refusing to permit such entrance for reasonable 20 
inspection, forfeit any sum not exceeding Ten Shillings, as the Justice 
before w'hoin he shall he examined shall think proper, to he applied, 
in the first place, in defraying the expenses of the prosecution, and in 
the next [ilace as any other penalty under this Act. 



15- 
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And he it Enacted, That if any Manufacturer, Agent or any 25 
other ]>erson duly authorized by him shall make oath before a 
Justice of the Peace that any such materials as aforesaid have been 
intrusted lo a Weaver, Sewer or other person, and that he has absconded 
with the same, or that he has just cause to suspect, and does suspect, 
that such person is about to abscond with the same, it shall be lawful 30 
iur such Justice, and he is hereby required to issue his warrant to 
apprehend such person, and bring him before him or some other Jus- 
tice of the Peace ; and unless such person shall forthwith give security, 
to be approved of by the said Justice, for the return, in a finished state, 
of all such materials so intrusted to liim, within the time agreed on for y 
finishing or weaving and returning the same, or if such time has ^ 
expired, within such time as shall he then agreed on, such Justice 
shall, by warrant, order any constable with his assistants to enter the 
house of such person, and take possession of all such materials so 
delivered to him as aforesaid (if a warp on the beam, with the beam 
and mountings), and to bring the same befo'-e the said Justice, together 
with the person aforesaid, wlien tlie said Justice will direct the same to 
be delivered to the owner or other person duly authorized by him, and 
forthwith release the person in custody ; but if all sucli materials are 
trot in the bouse or possession of such person, or cannot be produced 

to 
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to such constable, such person shall be deemed and taken to have 
purloined or embezzled such materials, and shall be liable to any of 
the punishments awarded for such offence : Provided always, That 
from and after the passing of this Act, the chief constable, or chief of 
5 police of any district, in the absence of a Justice of the Peace, or where 
a warrant could not be procured before the offender would be enabled 
to effect his escape, shall have full pow'er and authority, upon receiving 
information on oath (which oath he is hereby empowered and required 
to administer), that a person has absconded, or is about to abscond, as 
10 above mentioned, and that there is reasim to apprehend that he w-ill 
escape before a warrant from a Justice can be procured, to order any 
peace-officer or constable to apprehend such person, and bring him 
before a Justice of the Peace, or lodge him in a police-office or other 
place of security, in order that he may be brought before a Justice of 
15 the Peace. 

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That if it shall appear to such 
Justice that the Manufacturer or Agent, or other person duly authorized 
bv him, had.no foundation for suspecting that the Weaver or person 
so intrusted would abscond, or that the charge was made from a 
20 malicious, vexatious or improper motive, it shall be lawful for such 
Justice to award the said Weaver or person such sum of money, not 
exceeding Ten Pounds, as to such Justice shall seem fit, which shall 
be paid by such Manufacturer, Agent or person as a compensation for 
the injury done ; and in default of payment, shall be levied by distress 
25 upon such Manufacturer, Agent or person’s goods. 

An.d be it Enacted, That with every warp given out by a Manu- 
facturer or Agent to a Weaver to be woven, there shall be delivered a 
note or ticket, signed by such Manufacturer or Agent delivering out 
the same, stating the length, in imperial standard yards of Thirty-six 
30 Inches, breadth and particular fabric, and denomination of the work to 
be performed, the number of shots of weft under the glass which it is 
to count out of the loom, the time in which the said work is to be 
finished and returned, and the price, in sterling money, agreed on for 
executin'' such work in a workmanlike manner ; and a duplicate of 
35 every such note or ticket, or a copy of the substantial contents of it 
in a Weaving-book, shall be made and kept by the Manufacturer or 
Agent delivering out the same, which said note or ticket (or in case 
of the said note or ticket not being produced by the Weaver), which 
said duplicate or copy of the substantial contents of it in a Weaving- 
40 book, in the event of a dispute between a Manufacturer or Agent and 
Weaver, shall be evidence of all such matters and things mentioned 
therein, or respecting the same. 

518. B And 
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KK^negiwt Enacted, That any Manufacturer or Agent refusing or 

ing or refusing neglecting to give such note or ticket in the manner hereby prescribed, 
Tio^Iwor 0‘‘ producing such duplicate or copy of the substantial contents 
Jh^hcltes, same, when prosecuting a complaint against any Weaver or 

person to whom goods have been delivered out, shall be deprived of 5 

vniet any remedy he might otherwise be entitled to under this Act, for the 

the Act. » ’ 

recovery ot any property so delivered out, or for the punishment of any 

offender or offenders, against any of the provisions thereof, in any 
matter or thing relating to the said property so delivered out without 
a ticket. 10 



> 9 * 

Weavers, &c. 
not fulfilling 
their Agree- 
ments, &e. ; 
engaging to 
other Em- 
ployers before 
completing 
Work,;&o.; 
returning 
Work brfore 
fuu6he<], 
penalty. 



And be it Enacted, That if any Weaver, Sewer or other person 
who shall be intrusted with any Linen, Hempen, Cotton, Silk or 
Woollen Yarns, or any Two or more of these materials mixed with 
each other, or Cloths made of any one, or of any mixture of these 
materials, or Tools or Apparatus for manufacturing the same, shall not 1 5 
finish all such Cloths, and weave all such Yarns, in such manner or in 
such reeds, or into Cloth of such breadths, and return the same 
(together with the Tools or Apparatus if required) within Eight Days 
of the time which shall have been agreed upon by the owner of such 
CIollis or Y arns, or his Agent, and such Weaver, Sewer or other person, 20 
unless prevented by some reasonable and sufficient cause, to be allowed 
by the Court of Petty Sessions, before which he shall be brought; or 
shall leave or return his work before the same shall be completely 
finished, without the consent of his employer ; then, in every such 
case, such Weaver, Sewer or person being thereof lawfully convicted 25 
by the) oath of One or more credible witness or witnesses before a 
Court of Petty Sessions, shall forfeit any sum not exceeding Two 
Pounds, together with costs, as the Court, before which such con- 
viction shall take place, shall judge to be most proper; and every 
such forfeiture shall be applied under the direction of such Court, 30 
in manner following ; (that is to say) in the first place, the expenses of 
the prosecution shall be thereout defrayed, and then such satisfaction 
shall be made thereout to the party injured, as the said Court shall 
think proper ; and the remainder, if any, shall be applied in the same 
manner as any other penalty under this Act ; and in default of 35 
immediate payment on conviction of such forfeiture and costs, the 
said person so convicted shall be imprisoned in the common gaol or 
house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour for any term not 
exceeding Two Months-, the commitment to be determinable upon 
payment of the amount of such forfeiture and costs. 40 



frequently happens that persons receive the 
OT^Matetials materials in fictitious names in order to be manufactured ; and that 
fectuied in a Persons receive such materials in their own names in order to be 
“““shit mitnafactured by themselves, and afteraards deliver the same to others 

to 
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to be manufactured, without the knowledge or consent of the owners a.livcrte 
thercol; and that carriers or other persons employed to deliver 
materials to workmen to be prepared or manufactured do designedly -iuiul'E” 
deliver such materials to other persons than those intended by the 
5 owner of such materials ; BE it therefore Enacted, That if any 
person shall receive any of the aforesaid materials in a fictitious name 
m order to be manufactured ; or if any person shall receive in his own 
name any of the said materials in order to be manufactured by himself, 
or on his own premises, and afterwards (without the consent of the 
10 owner thereof), deliver the same or any part thereof to any other 
person to be manufactured, or if any carrier or other person employed 
to deliver any such materials to any workman, to be prepared or 
wrought up, shall designedly deliver the same to any person other than 
the person to whom such materials were ordered or intended to be 
15 delivered by the owner thereof, every such person oiFending in any 
of the cases aforesaid shall for every such offence be liable to pro- 
secution in the same manner, and to the same punishment, as is by 
the Nineteenth Section of this Act directed in respect to persons not 
fulfilling their engagements. 

20 And be it Enacted, That in cases where any Weaver or person Jn.fa to 
shall have been committed for embeasling or illegally making away TcomSS* 
with a part of the property intrusted to him, or shaU have been *» “»!;»- 
convicted of any other offence against any of the provisions of this l«- 

Act, It shall he lawful for the Justice who committed such person for 2 Ty For™ 
25 embezzling or illegally making away with a part of the property 
intrusted to him, or for the Justices presiding at the Court of Petty 
Sessions before which he has been convicted for that or any other o^rOffence. 
offence, and he or they is or are hereby required to issue his or their 
warrant, authorizing a constable, with his assistance, to euter the 
30 house and premises of such Weaver or person, and take possession of 
all such property so intrusted as shall be found therein (if a warp on 
the beam, with the beam and mountings), and to bring the same before 
the said Justice or Justices, when the said Justice or Justices shall 
direct the same to be delivered to the Manufacturer, Agent or person 
35 duly authorized to receive the same. 

And be It Enacted, That if any Landlord or other person shall 
seize, carry off or sell, by virtue of any distress, warrant, execution or mSsm*” 
other proceeding, for rent in arrear, or money due or alleged to be 
due by a Weaver or Worker, or on any other account whatever, any S?rmy 
40 Cloths, Yarns, Materials, or Tools or Apparatus for manufactnriug the 
same, belonging to a Manufacturer or Agent, and intrusted by him to 
such Weaver or Worker, for the purpose of manufacture, or any 
other Materials, Tools or Apparatus actually employed in manufac- 
turing such Cloths 01 Yarns, and shall refuse to restore possession of 
5 > 8 . B 2 ,11 
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all such property to such Manufacturer or Agent, when demanded by 
him, or some person duly authorized by him, on security being ten- 
dered for the return of such Materials, Tools or Apparatus as belong 
to the Weaver or Worker, as soon as the work shall be finished, upon 
complaint on oath before a Justice of the Peace, he shall issue his S 
warrant requiring such Landlord or other person to restore possession 
of all such property so seized and carried off or sold, or the full value 
thereof, and in case of refusal, shall issue his w'arrant to levy, by 
distress and sale of the goods and chattels of such Landlord or person, 
the full value of the property intrusted, or if returned without the 10 
necessary Apparatus, the amount of such injury or damage as it may 
have sustained, together with all costs of recovering and levying the 
same. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Manufacturer or Agent employ- 
ing or retaining any Weaver or person shall not from time to time on 15 
the regular appointed days and hours of attendance, pay and discharge 
all wages and hire as the same shall become due to any such Weaver or 
person, such Weaver or person may summon such Manufacturer or 
Agent before a Court of Petty Sessions, and the Justices presiding 
may hear and determine such complaint, and order immediate pay- 20 
ment of the sum found due, together with costs for loss of time, and 
of recovering the same ; and in default of immediate payment shall 
issue their warrant to levy the same by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of said Manufacturer or Agent; and the said Justices, if 
they shall think fit, may also, by order in writing, authorize such 25 
Weaver or person to return his work unfinished ; in which case such 
Weaver or person shall not be liable to the penalties awarded by this 
Act. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Manufacturer or Agent employ- 
ing or retaining any Weaver or person shall not furnish him with 30 
a sufficient quantity of materials to finish his work, but shall by 
withholding such materials keep him or cause him to be kept idle, 
such Weaver or person may summon such Manufacturer or Af»ent 
before a Court of Petty Sessions, and the Justices presiding may, on 
such complaint being lawfully proved before them, award such Weaver 35 
or person such fair and reasonable remuneration for any loss that he 
may have sustained by the withholding of said materials as such 
Justices shall think fit; said remuneration, together with costs of 
recovering and levying the same, to be levied by distress and sale 
of goods and chattels of said Manufacturer or Agent; and the said 40 
Justices, if they shall think fit, may authorize such Weaver or person 
to return his work unfinished as above mentioned : Provided always, 
That if any question shall arise under this or the preceding Section 
which the Justices are unable to decide upon, they may, if they think 

fit, 
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fit, refer it to arbitration, to be settled in the manner provided by the 
Act of the fifth vear of King Geouge the Fourth, intituled, “An 
Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the Arbitration 
of Disputes between Masters and Workmen.” 

25. 

5 And be it Enacted, That in all cases where by the provisions of Quakers and 

. , • j 1 1 Moravians, 

this Act any oath or affidavit is authorized or required to be taken, 

the solemn affirmation of any person being a Quaker or Moravian 
shall be sufficient in the place of such oath or affidavit ; and every 
| 5 erson who shall knowingly swear or affirm any thing false in any such 
10 oath or affirmation shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of perjury ; 
and being lawfully convicted thereof, suffer such punishment as per- 
sons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury are by the laws in force 
in Ireland subject to. 



26. 

AND for the discouragement of frivolous and vexatious informations 
^5 and prosecutions under this Act; BE it Enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for any Court of Petty or of General or Quarter Sessions 
before whom any case under this Act is tried, to award costs to 
the defendant in case of acquittal, to be paid by the Prosecutor; and 
also if it shall appear to such Court .that the charge was made from 
20 a malicious, vexatious or improper motive, it shall be lawful for such 
Court to award to the Defendant such further sum of money, not 
exceeding Twenty Pounds^ as to such Court shall seem fit, to be 
paid by such prosecutor as a compensation for the injury done, and in 
default of payment, such costs and penalty shall be levied by distress 
25 upon such prosecutor’s goods. 



And be it Enacted, That in every case of summary conviction 
under this Act, not specially provided for, where the sum which 
shall be imposed as a penalty by a Justice of the Peace or a Court of 
Petty Sessions, together with such wages for loss of time as may be 
30 awarded against any Manufacturer or Agent, and the costs, if awarded, 
which costs such Justice or the Justices presiding at said Court is and 
are hereby authorized to aw ard, if he or they think fit, in any case of a 
conviction under this Act, shall not be paid immediately after the con- 
viction, or where a warrant of distress shall be issued and no sufficient 
35 distress shall be found, it shall be lawful for the convicting Justice to 
commit the offender to the common gaol or house of correction, 
there to be imprisoned only, or to be imprisoned and kept to hard 
labour according to the discretion of the Justices, for any term not 
exceeding Two calendar Months^ where the amount of the sum for- 
40 felted, or of the penalty imposed, with or without wages, together with 
costs, shall not exceed Five Pounds, and for any term not exceeding 
Four calendar Months where such amount shall exceed Five Pounds 
and shall not exceed Ten Pounds, and for any term not exceeding 

518. B 3 
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calendar Months in any other case; the commitment to be 
determinable in eacH case upon payment of amount and costs. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases of complaint of any offence 
or offences committed against the provisions of this Act, complaint 
is to be made within Four Months from the commission of the 5 
same, unless the offending party may have in the meantime left the 
country; and in all cases where the complaint is either made by 
a Manufacturer or Agent against a Weaver or Worker, or by a 
Weaver or Worker against any Manufacturer or Agent, the nearest 
Justice of the Peace of the district in which the Cloths, Yams, 
Materials, Tools or Apparatus are given out to the Weaver or Worker 
and taken in from him, whether such Weaver or Worker resides 
within the district or county, or not, shall have full power and authority, 
and is hereby required to act when applied to ; and in all such cases 
the Court of Petty Sessions, or of Quarter Sessions of the said 15 
district, is hereby authorized and required to hear and determine such 
complaint. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases wher-e, by this Act, any 
Court of Petty Sessions, or of General or Quarter Sessions, is autho- 
rized and required to hear and determine any complaint, One Justice 20 
of the Peace shall be competent to receive the original information or 
complaint, and to issue the warrant to apprehend the offender, and 
commit him to prison, in order that he may be brought forward for 
trial (unless he enter into such bail as may be required for his appear- 
ance at such' time and place as shall be appointed) ; or to issue the 25 
summons requiring the parties to appear before a Court of Petty 
Sessions ; and after examination on oath into the merits of said com- 
plaint, and the adjudication thereupon by the Justices presiding at any 
such Court of Petty Sessions being made, all and every the sub- 
sequent proceeding to enforce obedience thereto or otherwise, whether 30 
respecting the penalty, fine, imprisonment, costs, or matter or things 
relating to the offence, mav be enforced by any One of the Justices. 

And be it Enacted, That in all cases under this Act, singular 
is to include plural, and masculine feminine ; and in an indict- 
ment or information for offences against the property of Partners, gj 
Joint Stock Companies or Trustees, it shall be sufficient to lay the 
ownership in one name and others. 

And be it Enacted, That all forfeitures and penalties upon con- 
victions under this Act, not specially provided for, shall be paid 
under the order of the Court or Justice convicting, to any One or 40 
more public charities within the county, town or place wherein such 
conviction shall take place. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, d hat in all cases of summary conviction 
before a Justice of the Peace, or Court of Petty Sessions, under this 
Act, uhere the sum adjudged to be paid shall exceed Two Pounds, or 
imprisonment shall exceed One Month, any person who shall think 
5 himself aggrieved by any such conviction, may appeal to the next 
Court of General or Quarter Sessions, which shall be held for 
the county, town or place where such conviction shall have been 
made (sueh person, at the time of such conviction, giving to such 
Justice or the Justices presiding at such Court, notice in writing of 
to his intention to appeal, and also entering into a recognizance at the 
time of such notice, with Two solvent and sufficient sureties, con- 
ditioned personally to appear at the said Sessions, and to try such 
appeal, and to abide the judgment of the Court thereupon, and to pay 
such costs as shall by the Court be awarded), and upon such notice 
15 tmd such recognizance being entered into, the Justice or 

Justices before whom the same sliall be entered into shall liberate 
such person, if in custody; and the Court, at such Sessions, shall hear 
and determine the matter of the appeal, and shall make such order 
therein, with or without cost to either party, as to the Court shall seem 
20 meet; and in case of the dismissal of the appeal, or the confirmance 
of the conviction, the Court shall order and adjudge the offender to be 
punished according to the conviction, and to pay such costs, if any, 
as shall be awarded ; and shall, if necessary, issue process for enforcing 
judgment. 



25 And be it Enacted, That no such conviction nor adjudication 
made on appeal therefrom shall be quashed for want of form, or be 
removed by certiorari or oiherrt-ise into any of Her Majesty’s Superior 
Courts of Recovery and no warrant of commitment shall be held 
void by reason of any defect therein, provided it be therein alleged that 
30 the party has been convicted, and there be a good and valid conviction 
to sustain the same. 



And be it Enacted, That for the protection of persons acting 
in the execution of this Act, all actions and prosecutions for damage 
to be commenced against any person for any thing done in pursuance 
35 of this Act shall be laid and tried in the county where the fact was or 
is charged to have been committed, and shall be commenced within 
Two calendar Months after the fact committed, and not otherwise; 
and notice in writing of such action, and of the cause thereof, shall 
be given to the defendant One calendar Month at least before the 
40 commencement of the action ; and in any such action the defendant 
may plead the general issue, or in case of any action of replevin may 
avow generally that the goods and chattels in question were taken 
under and by virtue of this Act, and may give this Act and the 
special matter in evidence at the trial to be had thereupon; and no 
3 ’^' plaintiff 
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plaintifF shall recover in any such action if tender of sufficient amends 
shall have been made before such action brought, nor if a sufficient 
sum of money shall have been paid into Court after such action 
brought, by or on behalf of the defendant or avowant ; Pro- 
vided always. That in all such actions of damages the plaintiff shall 5 
be bound to establish not merely that damages have been suffered 
by him, but that the same have been wilfully and maliciously caused 
by the defendant or avowant. 

And be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall 
extend or be construed to extend to repeal any Act or Statute, or part 10 
thereof, now in force, and not repealed by this Act. 

And be it Enacted, that this Act shall be deemed and taken 
to be a Public Act ; and shall be judicially taken notice of as such, by 
all Judges, Justices and others. 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall extend to Ireland 15 
only, and shall commence and take effect from and after the End of 
this present Session of Parliament, and shall continue to be in force 
for One Year, and from thence to the End of the then next Session 
of Parliament. 
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